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A MOVABLE COMMANDMIENT.

If they hiave movable feasts, why not have
moveble commandment T

I notive that a lewrned aod upright judge in
Porfiund has handed down & declslon to the offect
that some two million aores of lund thnt the Bouthe
ern Paclfle Rallrokd company hes held title to.
rnd some of which It has sold, and much of which
it has improved, ls really not the property of the
Bouthern Pacific st all, but thnt the titde will be
resumed by the governmmeni, which many years
sgo willingly and for valuable conslderatlon grant-
cd 1hal lund (o the ruliroad.

Bome of my other friends, gentlemen of the 1.
W. W., were huled before the Ogden polles court w
Tew doys ago, charged with irespuse, They had
vidden Into town us deadhead pussengers on traions
from Portland. One of them elected himself
spokesman, and stated to the court thut he ocon-
stdered he had & right Lo steal anything he wantod
from & valirond company. The rallroad company
wis running 6 tmiin (o the stete which he wishod
fo visll, and he took the llberty to stenl p ride, He
sremiedl surprised that any one. Judge or oiher,
could hold to the oplofon thiat He hesd violated uhy
low which bumanity had @ right 1o respect,

The trouble nhout the cuse 1o that much the
Same sontiment seoms to support the decislon of
the Portlund judge. 1t was different in the Ogden
oase, for there Lhe court gave the trespassers n
mederate sentence of imprisonment an punishment
for thelr trespuss. He couldn't very well fine them
the amount of money volue they hrd stolen from
the rallrond company: but If he had moved on the
Hnes of the Purtlend Judge, he would have found
no eharge al all ngninst tho Lrespissern

There I8 e too much of @ notlon that it b& claht
10 stenl from o rillrond company “Thon shaie
ot medl” doesn't seem to apply to thé man who
has o chance 6 sten]l from the rallrand,  That s
the commandment which gpeople without van-

Hidonoes want to have made movable, They wat

The Peril of the Underpaid Employe

Three members of the city commission—Morris, Korns and Lawrence—
voted against increasing the pay of the city firemen on the ground that the city is
in a poor financial condition and the treasury cannot stand the increased expense,

The firemen—every man i the department with the excepties of the chief—
responded to the refusal of salary increase by resigning, striking not for higher
wages s0 much as against a system which compels them to work ai a less-than-
living wage, o

“The city has fo make too many improvements,” say the. commissioners
who refused the wage increase of firemen, "and cannot spend any more money for
salaries.”

Under the present management no one expects that the city will improve its
financial condition.

The reactionaries in control of the city administration demand that men shall
risk their lives in the protection of the city from fire and refuse tv pay a living
wage for this service,

The fire department Is a most vital part of the city government upon its ef-
ficiency depend great fortunes: urmn the skill of its men often depend the lives of
many persons and property worth millions, The refusal of the reactionary com-
missioners to pay firemen enough {o meet the cost of living means one of two
things: The firemen must be dishonest in order to support themselves or their
families; or the fire department must be divested of skilled, efficient men, and
filled with a lot of riff-raff that can't distinguish between a bunch of firehose
and a dish of spaghetti,

If the reactionary commissioners would investigate the home life of firemen
they would be startled at the conditions revealed,

And if the city commission had the intelligence it is paid for having its mem-
bers could very easily lop off a few hundred dollars each month from the amount
of money paid for legal advice, rendered regularly and religiously to keep the
aforesaid commissioners out of trouble,

It’s about time Salt Lake shook off this two-by-four, hand to mouth method
of running the city.

It o mpply o every otie who ttles to stenl from
them, bot held as Inoperntive and vold In the mat-
ter of property of the rellrond companiea which
any one clse muy happen o wani,

?‘;-r myself, T cin se no good reason to denw
the line.  Rallrpad companles have ns much right
Lo Lhelr own property nk the rest of ga have 1O ours
And the man who thkes dishonesudy from n ruil-
read s as much of 0 thief us be who steals trom
private citizen, In the case In point, as we luwyeps
=¥, the govdrnment gnva that land to the rallroad
conipminy o greal many years ago, and for some
thing in the way of valunble constderation which
the government the penple of the Unlied Stter
vary much wanted, whd vonsldered worth at lopst
the value of the land conveyed, The mtleoad com-
piny pald the price specified, nnd then procaedsd
e make the land valunble. It never hid hoen
Vsl ble before the sullvoads Kot busy, wnd It never

wanld have been valunble If they hnd not gob hinsy,

They made the land viiusble Wy thely saevicos,
by helr improvements, Ly thelr investiments pnd
thelr enterprises, Thoy enocoumged men to moaks
homes one that land, snd =0 bulle eltles, . They pald
tixes with which the people of reglons nifocted
by the land bhullt thelr ronds and constructed thelr
bridgea They alded business men who oponegd
Hores in the towns that grew up because the il
rosnd compableg developed the resourees of *hat
Innd.

And nfter two or three genarations the guvori-
ment vomes along and notes that the land has @
markaet value, and Imnedintely Instltutes sult for
the recovery of the Jand, ‘The counley hive forgot-
ten the price pald, hos forgotien 1the conditlons un.
der whlch the originul transfer was mede, bhis for-
gotten Lhe sacrifices and the nvosimonts made by
tho ralirpsd rompany, and slmply looks nt the valos
ef the Improved Jand, nond considers It hed grounds
o vaoule the title So the 1itie is vacated

e not ereditalds to the govertiment La poollse




